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HORIZON OF THE VOID: THE 2023 ARTOCENE
FESTIVAL IN CHAMONIX-MONT-BLANC

Welcome to the future of art in the age of human impact and environmental awareness. The Aroce
intended counterpoint to “Anthropocene”, an era marked by significant human influence on climate and environment —draws a rich
on off tha ificent Ch ix-Mant-Blanc land
P g P

s —Artocene being an

tapestry of contemporary art and architecture against the b
engage in the p

This year, the festival started on June 10 and extends ull july 23, 2023, inviting over 20 artists and
theme, “Hortzon of the Void™. As the term Void suggests, the notion is open to interpretation, Inviting a dialogue around the physical and

philosophical concept of emptiness. The cholce of the Void with Cl ‘s extreme y, and th
thrill of exploring the unknown.

M. omage, Centre

tocine 2023, Angelila Markul

The third edition of Artocens will unfur] through eight fascinating exhibitions sprawling across nearly 2,000m? in the city center,
featuring works from an cadre of artists and The Musée Alpin will play host to the main exhibition,
lity™, “Verrigo and fall” and “The void as a matrix"—carefully curated in collaboration

in three i
with tenowned scenographer Chatlotte Richard, known for her collaborations with the Fondation Cartier and the Palais de Tolkyo.
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Artocene 2023 - Celine Struger, In Praise of Shadows

But the magic doesn’t end there. The festival will spread its charm across the town, inviting visitors to explore the architectural prototype
of Yona Friedman at place du Mont-Blanc, delve into the archival exhibition at the city library, and appreciate Capucine Vever's video art
at Les Gourmets hotel, among others. Visitors can also admire Ulla von Brandenburg's Indoor installation and Bea Bonafini's outdoor
installation at the hotel La Folie Douce, the sound work of Charlotte Charbornel at the Librairie Sauvage, and Thomas Mailaender’s
photography in the dty centre

A notewarthy patt of this edition is the in-sity warls, specially designed to echo the Chamonix valley. Actists like Ulla von Brandenbutg,
Bea Bonafini, Clement Richem, Kris Martin, Alexandra Leykauf, and Marlon de Azambuja, among others, have painstakingly created
these masterpieces to showcase the interplay between art and the natural environment.

left: Artocéne 2023, Joan Ayrion, Dam II, 2016-2020, coutetsy de I'artiste / right: Proto-Expo, crédits Wald City
The festival isn't just about the static exhibits—it's a lively celebration of the art world, with artistic
artist video and mote. The festival's artis

reflected in its plethora of guided tours, school visits, and art workshops for children.

In a pioneering move, the French Alpine Club (FFCAM) partnered with the festival to Ulla von and Bea Bonafin|
foran Journey in the wvalley, leading to the creation of artworks that explore the concept of the Void. These creations
will be on display during the festival.
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The 2023 Artocene festival has the honour of having the noted physicist and philosopher Etienne Klein as lts scientific advisor. Klein, the
director of research at the CEA and a professor at the Ecole Centrale de Paris, offers profound insights into the concept of the Void. His
words powerfully encapsulate the festival's spirit: “Emptiness, it is commonly said, is what remains after everything has been removed.
But if absolutely everything were removed, there would be nothing left... at all™

“Le vide, dit-on ordinairement, est ce qui reste aprés qu'on a tout enlevé. Mais si
I'on retirait absol; t tout, il ne

plus rien... du tout.” - Etienne Klein

Artocene Festival, in its unique way, captures the zeltgeist of our times—where ast, culture, and environmental swareness convarge to
teshape our understanding of the world. This year's focus on the Void provides a unique platfarm for artists to explore, express, and
engage with this and

concept
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Amocine 2071, Luasine Masdchal, creit Wild City

ket / cighats Ul vom Reandenbuy ot fies Bemafind en résifenss A Chamenix. oeddt Artecine
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